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; 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, further comprising the act 
of receiving, from the remote device, information representing a television signal provider that is 
to broadcast the one or more television programs to be recorded by the interactive television 
system, wherein the television signal provider has been selected at the remote device in response 
to input received at the remote device. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 3, further comprising, prior 
to the act of receiving infonnation representing a television signal provider, the act of 
transmitting, to the remote device, infonnation identifying a plurality of television signal 
providers that are capable of broadcasting television programs to the interactive television 
system. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the server 
communicates with the remote device through an Internet connection. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
schedule includes a time, date and duration of the one or more television programs that are to be 
recorded, 

7. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
schedule include transmission source information that enables the interactive television system to 
tune to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs are encoded. 
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8. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the transmission 
source information identifies at least one of a television broadcast channel, a cable channel, and a 
satellite channel through which the one or more signals is to be received by the interactive 
television system. 

9-12 (Canceled) 

13. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the act of 
receiving the program schedule comprises an act of accessing a web page from the server. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 13,' wherein the web page 
identifies at least one television signal provider corresponding to a location of the interactive 
television system. 

15. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, further comprising the 

acts of: 

prior to sending the first request, receiving user input at the computing device 
selecting a television signal provider associated with a location of the interactive 
television system; and 

transmitting information representing the selection of the television signal 
provider to the server. 

16-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the programming schedule identifies a time, date and duration of the one or more 
television programs to be recorded. 
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28. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the programming schedule includes transmission source information that enables the 
interactive television system to tune to one or more signals in which the one or more selected 
television programs are encoded. 

29. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 28, 
wherein the transmission source information identifies at least one of a television broadcast 
channel, a cable channel, and a satellite channel through which the one or more signals is to be 
received by the interactive television system. 

30. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the computing device and the server are connected through an Internet connection. 

31-36. (Canceled) 
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37. (Currently Amended) In a server that communicates with an interactive television 

system that includes a computing system and a recording device that is configured to record 

television programs, and wherein the interactive television system is connectable by means of the 

computing system to a server that is connectable to a network, a method for enabling the server 

to control the recording of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television 

system, the method comprising the acts of: 

rocoiving,— at the server, a request fr om ■ a - computing syst e m to acc e s s a ^ 

programming hom epage? & 

in response to ihu roquoot to access the programming homepage, p FOvjdmg-the 

computing syst e m accost to tho programming homepage, the programming homepag e 

identifying a plurality of tolovioion signal provid e rs; 

r e c e iving, at th e server, a s e l e ction of an nppropriato ono of the plurality of 

t e levision signal provid e rs; 

in respons e- -te- t - h e computing s ystom aoleoting tho appropriate t e l e vision signal 

provid e r; and upon receiving a r e qu e st from th e computing s ystem for a corr e sponding 

program- schedule, receiving at the server a rCQucst from a computing system for a CO 

1 1 1 

programming schedule that identifies one or more television programs, the request being gjQ 
made at the computing system: 

in response to the request t he server providing the programming schedule to the 
computing system; 

receiving, at the server, an identification provided from the computing system of 
one or more television programs to be recorded, the one or more television programs to 
be recorded having been selected from a display of the programming schedule at the 
computing system; and 

in response to the one or more television programs being identified for recording, 
the server, downloading recording instructions to the interactive television system so that 
the recording device will thereafter be set up to record the one or more selected television 
programs, wherein the recording instructions are downloaded from the server through at 
least one of a television signal and the ijntemet. 
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38. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions include a record command for the recording device. 

39. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 38, wherein the recording 
device is a VCR. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions include the time, date and duration of the one or more television programs to be 
recorded. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions include transmission information that enables the interactive television system to 
tune to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs to be recorded are 
encoded. 

42. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the remote 
device comprises the computing system of the interactive television system. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the computing 
system and the recording device are integrated into a single device. 
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44. (Currently Amended) In an interactive television system that includes a 

computing system and a recording device that is configured to record television programs, and 

wherein the interactive television system is connectable by means of the computing system to a 

server that is connectable to a network, a method for enabling the server to control the recording 

of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television system, the method j£ 

comprising the acts of: o 

sending, from the computing system, a request to the server for a program |jj 
schedule that identifies television programs that can be received by the interactive 

television SyStemr^e»M-fitm d i nB th e r e qu e st For th u program wsh e dute in elud es; wndtng-^H- initial -reqwsr ffow-*he 
computing syntem -IV n- » Jhu ! . un »e r lo gravi d a i h o ocmnx rtiHg-syiitem«QeueafHi ytogntf Hmiwgrl wnfepo^tf, of>0-wbtM i ei^irHPg^w^e-k<-bl 1 ie 
iWiWI-U> ftCCess tfc ^wgraiTwmfr^ffleft ogo, iho computing r . yotiim io provided ooGetiS to th e programming humopugo which 
iden t ifi e s □ p[urnl i ly -t>P te l crvi s i on a i go al prov i d e rs; 

providing ii Mlecliiv) Of ait 0^^>fOpfiflle Ofte ^\ho-pH**ftli4y-nt' t?k?v+HfH> f . ifflp l prov i der* tTnm -the-pFag rgmrninB h omerwg'S 

receiving, at the computing system, the program schedule from the server,-^**** 

(Ite-sei-veF pmvldi^fhe program f^h <?<lide-m- re<n>en*e- tanh* RBg-^re nnsk c-l«>e-tfi e-flpprfl p^kl -fij gflal -r>rOY4<k»r- Qj'mJ 
providing a requ e st fur \h t program ■ .ehodul e^ 

displaying, at the computing system, the program schedule after it is received 
from the server; 

receiving, at the computing system, a user selection of one or more television 
programs from the program schedule; 

sending, from the computing system, a request to the remote server for the 
selected one or more television programs to be recorded; 

receiving, at the interactive television system, and in response to the request for 
the one or more television programs to be recorded, recording instructions that will cause 
the recording device of the interactive television system to be set up to record the one or 
more selected television programs, wherein the recording instructions are received from 
the server through at least one of a television signal and the ilnternet. 
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45. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the recording 
instructions include a record command for the recording device. 

46. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 45, wherein the recording 
device is a VCR. 

47. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the recording 
instructions include at least one of the time, date, duration and tuning instructions corresponding 
to the one or more television programs to be recorded. 

48. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the computing 
device comprises part of the interactive television system. 

49. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 44, wherein the computing 
device and the recording device are integrated into a single device. 
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50. (Currently Amended) In an interactive television system that includes a 
computing system and a recording device that is configured to record television programs, and 
wherein the interactive television system is connectable by means of the computing system to a 
server that is connectable to a network, a method for enabling the server to control the recording 
of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television system, a computer 
program product comprising: 

one or more computer-readable media having computer-executable instructions 
for implementing a method for enabling the server to control the recording of one or 
more television programs that are selected by the computing device and that are recorded 
by the recording device of the interactive television system, the method including the acts 
of: 

£6rtdi*&r fVoa»>ti>6-ccm|*«mg ayrftcm, a no qwsHfl-3 fcs s otvit far a-yrogmm 'i chwlu lu that K!levUkm< programs -Owrt 

eon ho rei e^gri^&c^UfratftiMO40l^ roquroi for U)o program schedule Tno l mi»: 

■. on Jing on iniiinl roquasi from t\ i e-oorap*tti icwv for- lb » beyvw-l f t prtw ick ine g omptU wg'SystenHwe t i S !) u iKi ^ iuiwwg 
horoopttgo ^ und- therein m-r csponjp t o flw g cqurajtw mjooan mo i Trngron w ring IwmgpaguHkg-eempmwg -bystom iVpntvidu^awtKs-lii 
^fryfa grammina homupago w l uuh i d en tifie s ■ p lurality of rotewoiw s ignal providero; 

provi ng o fl e l g gtinn of on appropriate one of tho plurality of t devwioo-svgH ol p p o wd cre<tow the p f Dypfntmng homopu^v; 

rttsamng.- Ik*- oompulittg sys*tsiwr 0*0 pmfliwn sc*KHUtk>"fre ro iho ncmor. w heroin ih e .nerver pni» i i lm lhe pro gram 
s chedu l e in rusptmjo Uj thu o efffpo& jgHsyafam- ad tvi in g ibo oppn^priote ielovision raJ-pwwd«i - (md- pH»vidinp-flH«fi»«ii- far-!l»B 

jtapteywtgtr oi iTto ooinputing fiyiiteroi th e program ewh u dn k ulW it i e received from lh6 Cttiv tft 

roetrivin g^ftUhe compoting-sygteiT), a wwy gtfhjoi i on ofou e-of -mefe tatisvisi nB-prag mms nx tHMBfrp^gren- Dch is th i ta 

g ondi l l^. from the computing »yr i tcm. u roquet In I h e romo to ««F¥6F-fO£ iho-^ele<rted tioe O f ittu c a l elc vi j i fth projpQn^ In bit 

weeivw p, oi th e in lgra6tw-tqWi»Kw-gySUsm T -aMd 4^r»SpOtt^l<>Hfrc--rt*foe^-foi 1 Iho oho -O* 1 mnro M ewston 
progra ms lo b * fee<mfe4r ■ fW)Ofdj ttg^TreftmHiofrS^to- wiU-eoi**- 1 Hip rooprdmg dovieo pffto mtora cti^-totevrt4oii»syjtefTH.0 
h e set un tn record (tip tina or murt fifr lfrulfti l al tivifii oa- pfflgrt»r>$/A%4iet^n-t)te-feoOfding fnjtnmioiu pro received (mm Lho 
server tnroHgh- ai l c an i nn o of a tel e vis i on signal and the intorn c L 

sending, from the computing system . a request to the server for a program 
schedule that identifies television programs that can be received by the interactive 
television system: 

receiving, at the computing system, the program schedule from the server: 

displaying, at the computing system, the program sched ule _aft.er_,jt_is 
received from the server: 

receivings at the computing system, a user selection of one or more 
television programs from the program schedule; 

sending, from the computing system, a request to the remote server for the 
selected one or more television programs to be recorded; 

receiving, at the interactive television system, and in response to the 
r equest for the one or more television programs to be recorded, recording 
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instructions that will cause the r ec ording device of the inlerac ti ve television 
system to be set up to record the one or more selected television programs, 
wher ein the recording instruc tio ns are received from the server tlirou^h at least 
o ne of a television signal and the Int ernet. 

51. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the act of receiving the program schedule comprises an act of accessing a web page 
from the server. 

52. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the recording instructions include a record command for the recording device. 

53. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 52, 
wherein the recording device is a VCR- 

54. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the recording instructions include the time, date and duration of the one or more 
television programs to be recorded. 

55. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the recording instructions include transmission information that enables the interactive 
television system to tune to one or more signals in which the one or more television programs to 
be recorded are encoded. 

56. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the remote device comprises the computing system of the interactive television system. 

57. (Previously Presented)* A computer program product as recited in claim 50, 
wherein the computing system and the recording device are integrated in a single device. 
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58. (Currently Amended) In a server that communicates with an interactive television 
system that includes a computing system and a recording device that is configured to record 
television programs, and wherein the interactive television system is connectable by means of the 
computing system to a server that is connectable to a network, a method for enabling the server 
to control the recording of one or more selected television programs by the interactive television 
system, a computer program product comprising: 

the s erv e r ewtrsUhfr recording ofODC or more ftrfim suw prosremg thai ar e edited by tfw ti £FHptfl**EOevic*aniHta t 0PP rooorflod 
b y U)o rnenrdirt£ device of the interne liv e l& leV&Oft SSS teflK OlO ffmhod i naludfng iho oolii of; 

<oee^tfvg T ot the porvcr, q raqiioM from a com ptrtwvg *y*wm ttee o sa Q p r ogramming h i ynopaffl i, 

\n - irapwso-lu-ttw-ftiqunl- Am • access lb* -pFfigi ttfimnp g homepage, pTnvidmg \ h * cofrtpaimg ^yalcfn- »o cigo to Uw 

pregrafflffltB g. homepage, thopro^an ^ti^4>etngpii^tJnnifyi^ u plui^Hy-^P*^HH<>«~$+gT^ 

refec ivi n ta ol Ih d S *rv e r» o^leqit€^fw^pf* n>pnu^ »ww r the pl ureUty-o^gjqvisiGit sigmii paroitas, 

uv respons o to the com p uting fy.tam solomin^ Iho ap propriate televi s i on signal pravfrUnv ond upon ruojiv i na u wqwjt from 

UwHwrnpuiing system fix-ti cofrttpnnd>i»«- program siahedtik.- fo e stirr e r providing flw pfOflramnni r^ scliedtfle- to The oonipuling 

jyglom; 

iw^ivmgrftu ho oervo f v Pn id e firifleaiinn rm i vulti d--ftwri-4htf oompulk>g>^\-5tejn- ©f-utte- or tnwe -te^vivirtii- pf 
recor ded, th e o iw-oF-nw ro folqvisiBn-prftgrtimt; ^te-t^ii^-lwwflfr-fee on o& l oettxi from o ditip1ny m* ttw-prwgraTWUMH^'3Whed\»^Mit the 
competing o^iv M nr-ytri 

in -resp onse it) ihc one or mora mlu vision- progra ms b e ing id etU^ed-^wr-ngcwdirig, -Uh> server,- -0>wnteMlH>s 
rwwilmg instruolionc VP ih e iffli eyftcuve- ioloviiriun jtstom thot di e nmordin g d e vic e wi l l LhcR»Acr^-sc*-*fp4o-te06ftl4ho 
o«c o r TOff ncl e otod roTovi i iinn prpgramr , . whura in iho r-ouofd i ttg-ifls m>orion3 ore downJuiulad from tho l iCTveM hrnugh ul 
kurt whs of ci tdcvisio^sigiwl a»*d the-inttiriwi 

re ceiving at the server a request from a computing system for a 
programming schedule that identifies one or more television programs, the 
request being made at the computing system: 

in response to the request, the server providing the programming schedule 
to the computing system; 

receiving at the server an identification provided from the computing 
system of one or more television programs to he recorded, the one or more 
television programs to be recorded having been selected from a display of the 
programming schedule at the computing system : and 

in response to the one or mo re televi sion programs being identified for recording, 
the server, downloading recording instructions to the interactive television system so that 
the recording device will thereafter be set up to record the one or more selected television 
pro grams, wherein the recording instructions are downloaded from the server through at 
least one of a television signal and the Internet . 
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59. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the recording instructions include a record command for the recording device. 

60. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 59 
wherein the recording device is a VCR. 

61- (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the recording instructions include at least one of the time, date, duration and tuning 
instructions corresponding to the one or more television programs to be recorded. 

62. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the computing device comprises part of the interactive television system. 

63. (Previously Presented) A computer program product as recited in claim 58, 
wherein the computing device and the recording device are integrated into a single device. 

64. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the request for a 
programming schedule is received at an Internet web site through the use of a conventional Web 
browser. 

65. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
schedule is provided through a web page of the server. 

66. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 65, wherein prior to 
providing the programming schedule, user input is received at the web page identifying a 
television programming provider. 

67. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 6576, wherein access to the 
programming homepage is accessible only after screening a user via a password. 
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68. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording 
instructions are embedded in and received with the television programs. 

69. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the programming 
information is made available to the user based on a determination of at least one of a caller ID, 
area code and phone number of the user. 

70. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein 
appropriate progranuning information to be sent to the computing system within the 
programming schedule is based on determining a locality of a user's modem. 

71. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 70, wherein the 
locality of the user's modem is determined according to a caller ID. 

72. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 69, wherein the 
locality of the users modem is determined according to a phone number. 

73. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein 
subsequent to downloading recording instructions, the server transmits data comprising an end-of 
VCR control information to the computing system. 

74. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 68, wherein the 
recording instructions are embedded in and received with the television programs by being 
inserted in special television channel. 

75. (Previously Presented) A method as recited in claim 68, wherein the 
recording instructions are embedded in and received with the television programs by being 
inserted as a binary ASCII-format character string that is assigned specific control functions. 



Page 13 of 19 



PAGE 18/25 ■ RCVD AT 8/3012005 6:40:21 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXM9 * DWS:2738300 » CSID:8013281707 8 DURATION (miHS):08-20 



08730/20*05 1 G : 43 FAX 8013281707 



WORKMAN NYDEGGER 



@019/ 



AtfjlkarionNo. 09/993.780 
Amendment "fT dated August 30, 2005 
Reply to Office Ac lion mailed July 1 8. 2005 

76 (New) A method as recited in claim 37, further comprising: 

receiving, at the server, a request from a computing system to access a 
programming homepage; 

in response to the request to access the programming homepage, providing the 
computing system access to the programming homepage, the programming homepage 
identifying a plurality of television signal providers; 

receiving, at the server, a selection of an appropriate one of the plurality of 
television signal providers; and 

in response to the computing system selecting the appropriate television signal 
provider, and upon receiving a request from the computing system for a corresponding 
program schedule, the server providing the programming schedule to the computing 
system. 

77 (New) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording instructions are 
downloaded from the server through a vertical blanking interval (VBI) of the television signal. 

78 (New) A method as recited in claim 37, wherein the recording instructions are 
downloaded from the server through the Internet, 
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